EPISODES   OF  THE   GEEAT   WAK         [1915

The plan which Sir Ian Hamilton had evolved was
bold and ingenious. In the first place, a feint was
to be made at the head of the Gulf of Saros, as if
to take in flank and rear the Bulair lines. Next, a
strong offensive would be assumed by the troops
in the Cape Helles region against their old objective,
Achi Baba. These two movements would be read
by the Turks as the main British offensive and its
covering feint, and it was hoped would lead them to
send their reserves to Krithia. But in the meantime
the Anzac Corps was to advance with its left, and
attempt to gain the heights of Koja Chemen and the
seaward ridges. Simultaneously, a great new landing
would be made at Suvla Bay, where it was believed
the Turks would be wholly unprepared. If the
Anafarta hills could be taken, and the right of the
new landing force linked up with the left of the
Australasians, the British would hold the central
crest of the spine of upland which runs through the
western end of the peninsula. Such gains would
enable them to cut the communications of the Turks
in the butt-end, the one land route to Maidos would
he commanded, and the way would be prepared for
an action in open country, when the grim Turkish
fortifications of the Pasha Dagh would be taken
in flank and in reverse. If the undertaking attained
the most reasonable success, the western end of the
peninsula would be ours, and the European defences
of the Narrows would be won.

The plan was bold, but entirely legitimate.   But
at the same time it was attended by many risks.
The chief danger lay in the fact that all the move-
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